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“When We Were Young We Did Not Ask Questions ... And 
When We Were Old There Was No One to Answer Them” 


J) PIONEER STEEL FURNACE. 


"THE FIRST BASIC OPEN HEAR 
POURED 1N LAKE are 


HEARTH SHOP OF INLAND STEEL COM: 
PANY. THIS FURNACE ALSO POURED THE 
150 MILLIONTH TON OF STEEL PRODUCED 
AT INLAND STEEL ON APRIL 29, 1966 

THE SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR 
OF INDIANA'S STATEHOOD. 
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ERECTED BY INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
OCTOBER Zi, Se ooo 


Today, in this sesquicentennial year, the No. 1 Open Hearth shop 
of Inland Steel Company’s Indiana Harbor Works officially becomes a 
paragraph in the history of the state of Indiana. The pioneer steelmak- 
ing facility has long been a shining chapter in the story of Inland Steel. 

On July 21, 1902, the first open hearth steel made in Northwest 
Indiana was tapped from the No. 3 furnace at No. 1 Open Hearth shop. 
On July 30, 1966, the last “heat” of steel made in the shop was tapped 
and the 12-furnace veteran was shut down in favor of the jet age speed 
of a new Basic Oxygen Furnace shop. 

In between, in its 64 years, the No. 1 Open Hearth supplied more 
than 40 million tons of steel to a growing America. From 1902 till 1916 
it was the only source of raw, ingot steel to feed Inland’s mills. From 
its first year’s output of 21,000 tons, it climbed to a record of 1,136,000 
tons in 1957. 

Steelmaking was always an art, an intuitive thing, at No. 1 Open 
Hearth, where the melters ran their furnaces by the seat of their pants. 
Said its last superintendent, “It was the last open hearth in the coun- 
try with any romance.” 
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LOCAL SOCIETY OFFICERS 


LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY: C. R. Crisler, President; Walter 
Gard, Vice-President; Elizabeth Kenney, Secretary; Inice Tribbey, Trea- 
surer; Mrs. Joseph Brown, Historian and Mrs. Mary Lou Vanderlaan, 
Assistant Historian. 

GARY HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Robert Craig, President; Carl Lehman, 
Vice-President, Maxine Wildermuth Tulla, Secretary; Mrs. J. Jerry 
Baboo, Treasurer. 

HOBART HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Mrs. Carl Pleak, President; Walter 
Isakson, Vice-President; Mrs. Kenneth Trenary, Secretary; Ray Walter, 
Treasurer. 

EAST CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY: George H. Huish, President; 
William J. Riley, Vice-President; Melvin H. Spector, Secretary; Paul S. 
Zahara, Treasurer; Mrs, Rose G. Levan, Historian. 

HAMMOND HISTORIAL SOCIETY: Mrs. Jean Wilson, President; Mar- 
jorie Sohl Secretary; Warren Reeder, Treasurer; Joseph Pieckarczyk, 
Vice-President. 


PROGRAM 


Invocation — Rev. Edward Homco, Pastor, St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, Whiting 


Warren A. Reeder, Jr. -— Master of Ceremonies 
Introduction of Special Guests 
Recognition of Historical Societies 


Hubert Hawkins, Executive Director, Indiana State Historical 
Society 


O. J. Crepeau, Inland Steel Company, General Manager 


Dr. Donald F. Carmony, Professor 
History Department, Indiana University 
Bloomington, Indiana 
Editor, Indiana Magazine of History 
President, Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission 


“A Historian Looks at Northwestern Indiana.” 


Music by Hammond Show Teens 
Pauline Frechette, Philip Frechette, Tim Burke, 
Kathy Ginther, Ellen Ginther, Bill Bold, Karl Linden, 
Sue Grow, Marilyn Maluga 
Accompanists: Lou Frechette, Ellen Sejda 
In absentia (attending college): John Blonski, 
Richard Rouse, ‘Terry Sherman, Susan Hutchins 


Director: Father Alfred Dettmer 


EAST CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Indiana’s Sesquicentennial Year inspired the organization 
of the East Chicago Historical Society. 


While a historica] society had been thought of for years and 
the need for one felt acutely by historically-minded citizens such 
as Mrs. EKzelyn Johnston, librarian at the Indiana Harbor 
library, nothing was ever done about it. 


But when East Chicago’s Sesquicentennial Committee met, 
Mrs. Johnston asked a member of the Committee to see if such 
a society could be established as part of the year’s celebration. 
The matter was brought up in the meeting and on receiving due 
encouragement, a small group went to work to organize. 


This group, comprising members of the board of directors, 
met in April to found the society. Dan Simon served as temporary 
chairman; Melvin Spector drafted the charter and by-laws. 
George Huish contributed services of his plant in printing and 
publishing. Officers were elected and in May a Founder’s Meet- 
ing was arranged at which Hubert Hawkins, secretary of the 
State Historical Society, was the principal speaker. 


Presently plans are being made to expand the membership, 
gather histories of all the city’s organizations-—social, religious 
and cultural as well as political and economic—to make tape re- 
cordings of the reminiscences of pioneer citizens still with us; and 
to collect diaries, pictures and other materials recalling the city’s 
infancy. Archives will be housed in the new public library unde1 


construction at 2401 E. Columbus Drive, East Chicago. 


THE HOBART HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Following a series of meetings commenced in August of 1965, 
the Hobart Society was formally incorporated as a non-profit 
group on May 25, 1966. The exploratory meeting was led by 
Byron Findling, who had been chairman of the Hobart Centen- 
nial Committee in 1947. 


The Society has held monthly meetings, arranged an exhibit 
of local historical items at the Hobart Public Library for the 
July 4th celebration and had an exhibit of historic “Art and Art- 
isans” for the County Historical Exhibit at the Lake County 
Fair in 1966. It has shown a lively spirit and a powerful enthusi- 
asm that bodes well for the future. 


THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


An early Hammond Society died aborning in the depression 
years but in May of 1960 a small group commenced under the 
leadership of John F. Wilhelm, assisted by a long-time business 
associate, Warren A. Reeder, Jr. The purpose has been to “pub- 
lish, promote and preserve historical knowledge and to spread 
historical information with reference to the City of Hammond.” 
Newsletters, collections of pictures, and written reminiscences 
encouraged by the Society has started a collection that was one 
of the aims. 


An office was opened in the Hammond Courthouse during the 
Sesquicentennial year, exhibits arranged and historical bus tours 
promoted, both for adults and children. The office is to be kept 
open the entire year. There have been displays at two local an- 
tique shows and also an exhibit at the Lake County Fair in 1966. 
Local newspapers and radio stations constantly seek the aid of 
the Society in historical items of interest to our citizens about 
the past. 


The Society looks forward hopefully to a great future! In 
1966 the Society republished the famous 1904 edition of the Ham- 
mond Daily News from old copies and have it currently as a 
special project; it showing early history and pictures of Ham- 
mond that are of inestimable value to local. residents. 


THE GARY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Gary Historical Society, Inc. is the fruit of a number 
of seeds planted earlier in the City’s early youth. The Society’s 
early predecessor was the Gary Historical Society, dated 1931. 


The present society was incorporated 1956, Walter N. Pick- 
art being the first president. It was organized to compile and 
keep a record of the history of the “Twentieth Century City.” 


The Society maintains a building in Gateway Park of Gary. 
Being the first building, it housed the first post office and the 
offices of the Gary Land Company, a division of U. 5. Steel Co. 


THE LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

This group, organized in 1885 as the Old Settlers Associa- 
tion of Lake County, has had along and honorable history, hav- 
ing been started by the inimitable Timothy H. Ball, an acutely 
histery-conscious citizen of the Cedar Lake-Crown Point area, 
who early recognized the importance of such a Society. Its pub- 
lications are extensive and the collections are now being assembled 
in a new museum in Crown Point. If it were not for this Society 
we would not know much of the early history of Lake County. 
Special tribute must be paid during this Sesquicentennial period 
to Mrs. Joseph Brown and her assistant, Mrs. Mary Lou Vander- 
laan, who have untiringly labored toward creating an interest 
in history in the area south of route 30 in Lake County. 


WHITING 


In early days Whiting was known as Whiting’s Crossing. 
The settlement obtained this name from a conductor on the Mich- 
gan Southern whose train was wrecked when it collided with an- 


other at the crossing there. 


Following the accident, the railroad built a siding to avoid 
future collisions. The place was called Whiting’s Crossing or 
Whiting’s Turn Out, later shortened to Whiting’s. 


Early settlers began arriving in 1848—50. Early family 
names still well known in this area are: Roberts, Clark, Forsythe, 
Reese, Eggers, Vater, Schrage. It was in the Spring of 1889 that 
a train on the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern stopped at 
the flag station of Whiting’s Crossing and let off some oilmen 
from Cleveland. The prospect that confronted the visitors from 
Ohio was not particularly cheerful—marshes and poor sandy 
soil lapped by the waters of Lake Michigan. Their purpose in 
coming to that barren spot was to build a refinery on 285 acres 
of land that had been acquired for its site. This quiet arrival at 
Whiting was the beginning of Standard of Indiana. The history 
of Whiting is closely connected with that of the oil industry in 
the middle west. Whiting is expecting shortly to form its own 
historical society. 


LAKE COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 


Mrs. Ida K. Saks Mrs. Oolah Evans 
Warren Anderson Adam Benjamin 
Eugene Smick Peter Skafish 
Warren A. Reeder, Jr. Donald Hines 
John F. Wilhelm Abe Mills 


Mrs. Mary Lou Vanderlaan Henry C. Hastings 


Mrs. Joseph Brown Robert F. Baker 


INDIANA SESQUICENTENNIAL — 1966 


This year of 1966 Indiana is having a 150 year birthday 
party—a Sesquicentennial Party—to celebrate its election to 
Statehood by the Congress of the United States. 


On April 19, 1816, a bill for statehood was presented to the 
Congress but it was not until December 11, 1816 that President 
James Madison signed the bill which officially granted all the 
powers of a state to Indiana. 


The prime objectives of the celebration are to help all Hoos- 
iers understand Indiana’s past, to appreciate the present and to 
become aware of its potentials for the future. 


The Sesquicentennial period affords a unique opportunity 
to secure and collect valuable manuscripts and museum materials 
in each local community. Everyone is encouraged to write a his- 
tory of their club, church, school or their families and to study 
the history of Indiana. 


This is a time of celebration. Indiana is having a birthday 
party for everyone—farmers, laborers, industry, professions, 
schools, lodges and churches. All must join hands and let the 
world know we are proud Hoosiers—proud of our great heritage 
and of being privileged to live in the greatest state in the Union. 


The following communities in Lake County have shared in 
the program: Griffith, East Chicago, Whiting, Gary, Scherer- 
ville, Highland, Hobart, Lowell, Merriville, East Gary, and 
Hammond. Publications, parades, street celebrations, centennials, 
banquets and participation in the Lake County Fair are some of 
the activities in which they have shared. 


